Nim Stonington Town Profile

Bordered by the Pawcatuck River on the east, the Mystic River on the west and 30 miles
of coastline along Long Island Sound, the Town of Stonington has a longstanding rela-
tionship to its water resources, from whaling and commercial fisheries to recreational
boating and tourism. Stonington is a rural agricultural and residential region, with four
distinct village centers: Stonington Borough, Mystic, Lord’s Point and Mason’s Island.
The ideal location of the town has drawn a significant increase in development in recent
years, with developed land comprising nearly 20% of the town, an increase of 24% from
1985 levels.

In part because of this increased population, CT' DEP has identified the town
as a Stormwater Phase II community (box, other side). As a prelude to address-
ing these issues with their regulations, the land use commissions had formed a
steering committee to begin the review of their Plan of Conservation and
Development (POCD).

NEMO’s Role

In the fall of 2002, the Town of
Stonington asked NEMO to provide
the Linking Land Use to Water Quality
workshop as part of their POCD
update. Soon after this workshop, the
town applied and was accepted into the
Municipal Initiative, using the existing
POCD steering committee as its
NEMO Task Force. The town set out
on an ambitious work plan: a resource
inventory and buildout analysis; a sig-
nificant update to the POCD focusing

primarily on stormwater management;
revisions to zoning, subdivision and
inland wetland regulations; and, where
practical, finding demonstration sites
for stormwater best management
practices. NEMO’s Open Space
Planning, Reducing Runoff and Economic
Development workshops were presented
to the land use commissions and the
general public in several sessions.
NEMO Team members have also
reviewed existing plans and regulations.

Stonington’s Actions
The NEMO Task Force was broad-
ened to become the town Stormwater
Management Study Group, comprised
of members from the Planning and
Zoning, Inland Wetland and
Watercourse, Conservation and
Shellfish Commissions as well as town
staff, CT DEP’ Office of Long Island
Sound and Stonington’s state
representative. The

Study Group identified

a number of key



R amp’ng Up for the Stormwater

Phase Il Program

issues with their existing regulations.
They recommended a number of
strategies that would reduce the
amount of impervious surface created
during new construction, and called
for flexibility in determining require-
ments for parking, road standards,
driveway widths and other impervious
elements of the landscape.

The Study Group’s recommendations
are being incorporated into the town’s
POCD. Key among these proposals
is an increased focus on water quality,
stormwater management, open space
preservation and the conservation of
the community’s cultural and natural
resources. The POCD calls for develop-
ment that both considers and respects
the land’s natural capability to support
the proposed new use. Two methods
of accomplishing this goal are pro-
posed, a “buildable land regulation”
that excludes lands with severe limi-
tations (steep slopes, wetlands or
floodplains) from development, or
“soil-based zoning,” which
matches the amount of
development to the
capacity of soils on
the site to accept
that development.
In addition to
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strategies, the POCD calls for a
number of new strategies to preserve
open space: the establishment of a
Stonington Land Trust, requiring
“open space developments” in certain

areas of town and acquiring land to
connect existing preserved areas and
to provide coastal access.

The Stormwater Management Study
Group, renamed the Stormwater Task
Force, is now focusing its effort in
three areas. First, thanks in part to a
grant from CT DEP, the town is
investigating the feasibility of creating
a “stormwater utility”” to assist the
town in funding existing and future
stormwater infrastructure improve-
ments. (Stormwater utilities, which are
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used in a number of states nationwide,
have not been used in Connecticut
to date). Second, the Task Force will
be working with town staff on a new
Public Improvement Standards manual
that will take a unified approach to
major public infrastructure elements
such as roads and stormwater manage-
ment. The use of alternative storm-
water design (such as water quality
swales and rain gardens) will be
encouraged. Third, the Task Force
will be focusing on raising public
awareness of stormwater issues
through a public education program,
with particular emphasis on school-
aged children.
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