A Old Saybrook Town Profile

0ld Saybrook is a suburban town that lies at the confluence of the Connecticut River and
Long Island Sound. The town’s landscape is approximately 30% developed, with much of
the undeveloped land either forest or tidal marsh. Old Saybrook has a long history with
the NEMO Program, extending back to 1993, when it was one of NEMO’s original pilot
towns. While some changes to zoning regulations and best management practices were
made as a result of NEMO’s early work with Old Saybrook, the addition of a full time
planner in 1999 and their participation in the Municipal Initiative have allowed for more
far-reaching change.

NEMO’s Role

The Old Saybrook NEMO Task Force, representing each of the land use
decision making boards, had their first meeting with staff in January of 2001
to kick off the Municipal Initiative. Town officials were beginning an update
to their Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) and were concerned
about both topical issues (water resource protection) and process issues (lack
of communication between boards and commissions). The NEMO Team
provided a series of workshops that highlighted the responsibilities of com-
missions and provided ways for com-

missions to begin the process of

planning. NEMO also served as a

resource for several intra-commission

working groups on specific topics,

such as open space preservation and

road standards.

Old Saybrook agrees with the NEMO
precept that conservation and economic

development are often two sides of
the same coin. Thus, the Economic
Development Commission hosted
NEMO’s Sustainable Economic Develop-
ment and Strip Development workshops
as a kickoff to their economic plan-
ning initiative.

Old Saybrook’s Actions
In 2001, the Board of Selectmen
developed and issued an Official Policy
Statement that incorporates NEMO’s
nonpoint source management strategies

and supports alternative design stan-
dards for site development. In response
to this statement the NEMO Task
Force, working with town staff, began
to revise town road ordinances to
allow for alternative stormwater
management practices more in line
with NEMO principles and the
state/federal Phase II Stormwater
Management Program. In addition,
the Zoning Commission

updated its regulations

to incorporate
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impervious surface limits in their
business districts, in order to minimize
impacts from development to coastal
resources and Long Island Sound.

The Conservation Commission has
conducted an inventory of natural
resources and open space. This infor-
mation was the basis for the town’s
new Plan of Conservation Areas, an open
space plan that prioritizes critical
properties in town and assesses their
potential as recreational or conservation
lands. The Commission now organizes
an annual Old Saybrook Natural
Resource Tour, which gives town
residents an opportunity to recognize
the value of these critical open spaces
toward maintaining the town’s charac-
ter. The Conservation Commission is
also working with the Planning
Commission to insert the open space
plan into the updated POCD.

The Planning Commission has incor-
porated nonpoint source management
strategies in the update of its
POCD. The
Commission provides
a number of strategies
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to meet these goals, including the
requirement for detailed stormwater

management plans, use of new devel-
opment techniques such as swales and
bioretention, and the protection/
enhancement of riparian buffers.
The Planning Commission, working
with the Zoning Commission, also

addressed sections of the subdivision
and zoning regulations, designating
one of the last undeveloped areas as
a Residence Conservation District.

This designation requires the use of
open space subdivisions for future
development proposals, in order to
encourage development that preserves
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the area’s natural resources and
maintains contiguous open space and
wildlife corridors. The Planning and
Zoning Commissions work closely
with the Conservation Commission
in evaluating the appropriateness of
open space acquisitions, and whether
they meet the standards set forth in
the town’s Plan of Conservation Areas.

As a result of the town’s progress, the
Planning Commission, in collaboration
with the NEMO Task Fotce, Town
Engineer and a local developer, has
implemented a model subdivision in
town. The subdivision incorporates
many of the fundamental NEMO
principles such as vegetated swales,
narrow road widths and clustering to
help manage stormwater runoff and
reduce nonpoint source pollution.
The subdivision has been in place for
over four years, and the stormwater
elements have worked well and
needed little maintenance.

Highlights

Contact NEMO
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