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The attached brief bibliography lists articles and books related to social work with West Indian 
immigrants (from the English-speaking countries of the Caribbean).  The emphasis in selecting 
items for inclusion was on articles and books that are easily accessible in the United States.  Also 
included are several relevant social work doctoral dissertations. 
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SELECTED REFERENCES ON WEST INDIAN POPULATIONS 
 

U.S. SOCIAL WORK AND RELATED LITERATURE 
 
 
Allen, J.A. (1995), “African Americans: Caribbean,” in R. Edwards, (Ed.) Encyclopedia of 
Social Work, 19th Edition.  Washington, DC: NASW Press. 
 
Bagley, C. (1997), “Migration, Ethnicity and Adaptation: Mental Health in Jamaican Children 
and Adolescents in Jamaica, Britain, and Canada,” in Al-Issa, I. and Tousignant, M. Ethnicity, 
Immigration and Psychopathology.  New York: Plenum Press, pp. 215-233. 
 
Bayne-Smith, M.A. and Mason, M.A. (1995), “Developmental Disability Services to Caribbean 
Americans in New York City,” Journal of Community Practice, 2:1, pp. 87-196. 
 
Boxill, I. (1993), “Theoretical Research on Migration,” Social and Economic Studies, 42: 2-3, 
pp. 283-296. 
 
Brent, J.E. and Callwood, G.B. (1993), “Culturally Relevant Psychiatric Care: The West Indian 
as a Client,” Journal of Black Psychology, 19: 3, pp. 290-302. 
 
Brice, J. (1982), “West Indian Families,” in McGoldrick, M., Pearce, J.K. and Giordano, J., 
Ethnicity and Family Therapy.  New York: The Guilford Press. 
 
Bryce-Laporte, R. (Ed.), (1983), Caribbean Immigration into the United States, Washington, DC: 
 Smithsonian Institution. 
 
Crawford-Brown, C. (1999),  Who Will Save Our Children.  Kingston, Jamaica: University of 
West Indies Press. 
 
Crowder, K.D. (1999), “Residential Segregation of West Indians in New York/New Jersey 
Metropolitan Area: The Roles of Race and Ethnicity.”  International Migration Review, 33: 1, 
pp. 79-82. 
 
Dechesnay, Mary (1986), “Jamaican Family Structure: The Paradox of Normalcy,” Family 
Process, 25: 2, pp. 293-300. 
 
Elliston, I. (1985), “Counseling West Indian Immigrants: Issues and Answers,” in R. Samuda 
and A. Wolfgang, (Eds.), Intercultural Counseling and Assessment: Global Perspective.  
Lewiston, NY: Hogrefe. 
 
Foner, N. (1998), “West Indian Identity in the Diaspora: Comparative and Historical 
Perspectives.”  Latin American Perspectives, 25: 3, pp. 173-189. 
Glasgow, G.F. and Gouse-Sheese, J. (1995), “Themes of Rejection and Abandonment in Group 
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Work with Caribbean Adolescents,” Social Work with Groups, 17: 4, pp. 3-27. 
 
Gopaul-McNicol, S. (1998), “Caribbean Families: Social and Emotional Problems,” Journal of 
Social Distress and the Homeless, 7: 1, pp. 55-73. 
 
Gopaul-McNicol, S. and Brice-Baker, J. (1997), “Caribbean-Americans,” in S. Friedman (Ed.), 
Cultural Issues in the Treatment of Anxiety, New York: The Guilford Press. 
 
Gopaul-McNicol, S. (1993), Working with West Indian Families, New York: Guilford 
Publications. 
 
Healy, L.M., Maxwell, J.A. and Pine, B.A. (1999).  “Exchanges that Work: Mutually and 
Sustainability in the Caribbean/USA Academic Partnership.”  Social Development Issues, 21: 3, 
pp. 14-21. 
 
Ho, C. (1993), “The Internationalization of Kinship and the Feminization of Caribbean 
Immigration: The Case of Afro-Trinidadian Immigrants in Los Angeles,” Human Organization, 
52, pp. 32-40. 
 
Jeon, B.P., and Simmons, W.O. (1998), “Reward of Being an Immigrant: Earnings Gap Between 
Immigrant and Native-Born West Indians.”  Atlantic Economic Journal, 26: 3, pp. 309-317. 
 
Lambert, M.C., Samms-Vaughan, M.E., Lyubansky, M., Podolski, C., Hannah, S.D., McCaslin, 
S.E., and Rowan, G.T. (1999), “Behavior and Emotional Problems of Clinic-Referred Children 
of the African Diaspora: A Cross-National Study of African American and Jamaican Children 
Ages 4 to 18", Journal of Black Psychology, 25: 4, pp. 504-524. 
 
McKenzie, J. (1986), “Ethnographic Findings on West Indian American Clients,” Journal of 
Counseling Psychology, 65, pp. 40-44. 
 
Palmer, R.W. (Ed.), (1990), In Search of a Better Life: Perspectives on Migration from the 
Caribbean, New York: Praeger. 
 
Payne, M.A., (1989), “Use and Abuse of Corporal Punishment: A Caribbean View,” Child 
Abuse and Neglect, 13: 3, pp. 489-401. 
 
Rohner, R.P., Kean, K.J., and Cournoyer, D.E. (1991), “Effects of Corporal Punishment, 
Perceived Caretaker Warmth, and Cultural Beliefs on the Psychological Adjustment of Children 
in St. Kitts, West Indies,” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 53, pp. 681-693. 
 
Roopnarine, J.L. and Brown, J. (Eds.), (1998), Caribbean Families: Diversity Among Ethnic 
Groups, Greenwich, CT: Ablex Publishing Corporation. 
Sewell-Coker, B., Hamilton-Collins, J., and Fein, E. (1985), “Social Work Practice with West 
Indian Immigrants,” Social Casework: The Journal of Contemporary Social Work, 66, pp. 563-
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568. 
 
Shepherd, M., Gunnell, D., Maxwell, B. and Mumford, D. (1998), “Development and Evaluation 
of an Inner City Mental Health Team,” Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, 33: 3, 
pp. 129-135. 
 
Soto, I.M. (1987), “West Indian Child Fostering: Its Role in Migrant Exchanges,” in C. Sutton 
and E. Chaney, (Eds.), Caribbean Life in New York City: Sociocultural Dimensions, New York: 
 Center for Migration Studies, pp. 131-149. 
 
Sutton, C.R., and Chaney, E.M. (Eds.) (1987), Caribbean Life in New York City: Sociocultural 
Dimensions, New York: Center for Migration Studies. 
 
Thrasher, S. (1994), “Psychodynamic Therapy and Culture in the Treatment of Incest of a West 
Indian Immigrant,” Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 3: 1, pp. 37-52. 
 
Thrasher, S. and Anderson, G. (1988), “The West Indian Family: Treatment Challenges,” Social 
Casework, 69: 3, pp. 171-176. 
 
“Transnational Grannies: The Changing Family Responsibilities of Elderly African Caribbean 
Born Women Resident in Britain.” (2000).  Social Indicators Research, 51: 1, pp. 75-106. 
 
Turner, J.E., (1991), “Migrants and Their Therapists: A Trans-Context Approach,” Family 
Process, 30, pp. 407-419. 
 
Walker, S.P., Grantham-McGregor, S.M., Himes, J.H., Williams, S., and Duff, E.M. (1998), 
“School Performance in Adolescent Jamaican Girls: Associated with Health, Social and 
Behavioral Characteristics, and Risk Factors for Dropout.”  Journal of Adolescence, 21: 1, pp. 
109-123. 
 
Watts-Jones, D., (1992), “Cultural and Integrative Therapy Issues in the Treatment of a Jamaican 
Woman with a Panic Disorder,” Family Process, 30, pp. 105-113. 
 
Wint, E. and Brown, J. (1987), “Promoting Effective Parenting: A Study of Two Methods in 
Kingston, Jamaica,” Child Welfare, 60: 6, pp. 507-516. 
 
DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS 
 
Lyons, Beverly-Pauline, The Differences in Social Service Utilization Between Elderly United 
States Mainland-born Blacks and West Indian-born Blacks.  Fordham University.  1995. 
 
McLaughlin, Megan.  West Indian Immigrants: Their Social Networks and Ethnic Identification. 
Columbia University, D.S.W., 1981. 
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Matthews, Lear.  Social Workers’ Knowledge of Client Culture and its Use in Mental Health 
Care of English-speaking Caribbean Immigrants.  Hunter College, D.S.W., 1994. 
McPherson-Blake, P.C., The Psychosocial Factors Associated with the Immigration of Haitians 
and Jamaicans to South Florida and Changes in their Parental Roles.   Barry University, D.S.W., 
1991. 
 
Thrasher, Shirley P.  Ethnographic Interviews with West Indian Families and a Workshop for 
Practitioners.  City University of New York, D.S.W., 1988. 
 
OTHER RESOURCES 
 
Caribbean Journal of Social Work - new in 2002 
 
Johnson, Fay Clarke (1995), Soldiers of the Soil.  New York: Vantage Press.  (Using an oral 
history approach, this book provides a history of some of the West Indians who came to 
Connecticut as farm workers and settled here). 
 
Wadabagei, a scholarly journal on Caribbean issues, Caribbean Diaspora Press, Caribbean 
Research Center, Medgar Evers College, Brooklyn, New York. 
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