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HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Nine-year-old Lin awakens suddenly at 5 AM to an angry banging on the door of the dark, damp room she shares with several other girls. She quivers in fear as her “boss,” the operator of the brothel where Lin is held against her will, verbally reprimands her for leaving a customer dissatisfied the night before. As she stands to leave, she warns she must punish Lin to prevent this from happening again and to ensure none of the other girls leave customers unsatisfied. She calls Lin to the center of the room, reaches for a broom from the hallway, and strikes Lin’s shins repeatedly. As Lin falls to the floor, grimacing in pain, she promises her captor it will never happen again.

Sadly, this scenario is the staggering reality an estimated 1.2 million children face each year as they fall victim to the depraved world of human trafficking. Each day children—and adults—are deceived by promises of a better job, a better life, or are forcibly taken against their will, thrust into a life of physical and mental abuse, sexual exploitation, and unfathomable manual labor in the harshest of work environments. They are not paid; they cannot leave. They are prisoners, slaves, in a world ignorant of their pain. Victims of trafficking are used for various purposes ranging from sexual exploitation, children as soldiers, sweatshop labor, to rigorous work in fields. Trafficking occurs on every continent except Antarctica and can happen in any country.

The United States Department of State defines trafficking in persons as the exploitation of people through force, coercion, threat, or deception and includes human rights abuses such as debt bondage, deprivation of liberty, or lack of control over freedom and labor. Studies indicate that:

· 17,500 to 18,500 people are trafficking each year into the United States

· Many victims of human trafficking are misled to believe they are being transported to a new job in a new country, or different part of their home country, but instead are forced to perform jobs in which they are abused, neglected, degraded, and exploited

· Victims of sex trafficking can suffer from sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS, pelvic pain, urinary difficulty and infections (U.S. Dept. Health and Human Services)

· Women from Ghana, Morocco, Nigeria, Brazil, Columbia, the Dominican Republic, the Philippines, Thailand, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Russia, and Ukraine account for the largest groups of women trafficked into the European Union (Coalition Against Trafficking in Women)

· Victims depend on their traffickers for sustenance—for food, water, clothing, and shelter. For this reason, and for fear of being prosecuted for the acts they committed in captivity, most victims do not try to escape or report the crimes committed against them (UN Office on Drugs and Crime)

· After the tragic Indian Ocean Tsunami in December 2004, thousands of orphaned and displaced children were left vulnerable and fell victim to sexual exploitation by criminals seeking to profit from the chaos after the disaster (U.S. Dept. of State)
Trafficking in persons of all ages and genders is a global crisis in which social workers can play a vital role in aiding victims and policymakers. 

To learn how you can help combat this atrocity, please attend the showings of two documentaries on human trafficking on Tuesday, Sep. 27 and Wednesday Sep. 28 from 12:30-2:00 in Room 207, sponsored by the Center for International Social Work Studies. 

Born Into Brothels (2004)
Filmmakers document their investigation into Calcutta’s Red Light District and chronicle the relationships they formed with the children of prostitutes.

Dateline NBC Investigation (January 2004)

This Dateline report chronicles the 2003 undercover operation of International Justice Mission, a non-profit organization which combats human trafficking, during which dozens of young girls—the youngest age five—were rescued from forced prostitution in Cambodia. 

Please continue to check the Scoop Sheet and the International Korner for more information and events addressing the problem of human trafficking. 
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