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Every year those that are not in some way affected by AIDS, whether it be directly or indirectly are offered a day of observance, December 1st -WORLD AIDS DAY.  For the rest, those that suffer from the disease, those that care for those that suffer, those that have lost loves ones to the virus, those that fight everyday to increase funding for prevention, intervention, research, housing, and services, and for many more, everyday is AIDS DAY.  And so, it is a day of awareness, a day to encourage more people to think beyond one day about the virus and its victims and to think about strategies and solutions to the crisis of our lifetime.

WHAT THE NUMBERS LOOK LIKE:

•  Approximately 2,000 children worldwide are infected with HIV each day.  Over 90% of 

    these children were infected through mother-to-child transmission
•  In 2003, 5 million people were newly infected with HIV-700,000 of them were children.
•  Approximately 40 million people are infected with HIV worldwide-2.5 million of them are 

    children
•  In 2003, three million people died of AIDS-500,000 of them were children.  This amounts to 

    approximately 1,400 children’s deaths from AIDS per day. 
•  Every day an average of 6,000-7,000 young people (15-24 years old) become infected with 

    HIV; that translates to about 4-5 infections every minute.
 
•  More than 95% of people with HIV live in the developing world.
Statistics taken from:  http://www.pedaids.org/fs_ped_aids_you.html

However, HIV/AIDS affects us here at home too:  

•  In the U.S., the Center for Disease Control estimates that there are between 850,000 and 

    950,000 people infected with HIV, 886,575 cases of AIDS, 501,669 deaths and 384,966 

    living with AIDS (NOTE: Not every state collects and reports HIV data at this time).
•  Connecticut ranks 8th in AIDS cases per 100,000 population.  (Kaiser Family Foundation 

    HIV/AIDS Policy Fact Sheet; CDC Surveillance Report)
•  Connecticut has the fastest increasing caseload of AIDS in New England.  (AIDS 

    Epidemiological and Housing Data:  An Overview, AIDS Housing Corporation, 2002)
•  CT AIDS cases among women and Latinos are 1.5 times the national rate; and among 

    IDUs it is twice the national rate.  (CDC and CT DPH Surveillance Reports)
•  In CT, since 1995, the number of people with AIDS has increased by nearly 6,500 people.  

    During that same time, no additional state funds have been added to the prevention, care or 

    drug assistance line items.  :NOT GOOD

