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What’s the Center for International Social Work Studies all about?

The Center for International Social Work Studies (CISWS) was established in 1993 in order to increase awareness and knowledge of international issues related to social work.  International events are increasingly affecting social problems, requiring international cooperation for their solutions.  Therefore, the School of Social Work recognizes the growing importance of social work’s involvement in international problem solving and policy development.  The International Center encourages global perspectives and internationally related curriculum content in social work courses; facilitates faculty research and publication on international issues; encourages student, faculty and practitioner participation in international seminars, courses, exchanges and other international activities; promotes cross-cultural competence; and has entered into exchange and linkage arrangements with schools of social work in other countries and with international organizations.      

Where is it located?

The CISWS is located in room 211 at the UConn SSW.  The CISWS also has two bulletin boards, one located next to the soda machines on the second floor, and one across from the faculty mailboxes on the third floor.  Check out these boards regularly to learn about interesting topics related to international social work and our upcoming events.  

What’s going on at the International Center this year?  

The Center for International Social Work would like to welcome all new and returning students for the 2004-05 year!  We have quite a large staff this year including: Director, Lynne Healy; Instructional Technical Advisor, Tom Felke; four student interns: Stacy Cutler, Katie Halliday, Alison Rinehart and Simone Dornbach; and one work study student, Kelly Shannon.  The staff is looking forward to planning events and activities that interest and inspire the students and faculty.  

Mary Clarke from the Planning Institute of Jamaica, Kingston, Jamaica is scheduled to speak about Human Rights on November 9th, 2004.  Plans are underway for a World AIDs Day program in early December, an International Potluck Dinner, and the annual International Day in the spring.  We also hope to hold several Lunch and Learn type programs, where students from other countries can come share their knowledge of culture and social work practice around the world.  We will keep you posted of upcoming events!         

We want to hear from you!

Many of you were born, have lived, or have traveled abroad, or are interested in international issues.  We encourage you to stop by the International Center to learn more about our linkages to Schools of Social Work in other countries, share your stories, use our resources, and give suggestions for events.  We hope you utilize this great resource at the SSW and look forward to working with you throughout the year!   

The CISWS website at http://www.ssw.uconn.edu/cisws.htm is currently under construction.  Check it out in the upcoming weeks to learn more about the International Center and the staff.   
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Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s)

I recently attended the 57th annual Department of Public Information and Non-governmental Organizations (DPI/NGO) conference at the United Nations.  The topic this year was the Millennium Development Goals, or MDG’s.  The MDG’s are a concise list of eight goals with quantifiable targets intended to be reached by 2015.  The goals were originally outlined in the United Nations Millennium Declaration, signed by 189 countries in the year 2000.  The countries that signed the Declaration agreed about the significance of these goals and made a commitment to work toward their attainment. The goals were envisioned and developed as a way of improving life for the world’s most vulnerable and impoverished populations.  Here it is, five years later, and most people still haven’t heard of the Millennium Development Goals, and many areas of the world are no closer to reaching the targets.  .

Many of the developing countries around the world are trying to live up to the commitments they made in the Millennium Declaration.  They are producing numerous reports about their plans and their progress with the MDG’s, and many are working harder than ever toward development.  But these countries cannot meet these goals alone.  Developed countries need to uphold their promises to fulfill goal number eight.  In order to attain goal eight, the United States and the other developed countries who signed the declaration need to provide more aid, make trade and financial systems more stable and fair, and decrease debt for the world’s least developed countries.  Our government needs to be reminded of the promises made in the Millennium Declaration and we, as citizens, need to put pressure on our government to do what it takes to reach the Millennium Development Goals.  There are too many people in this world who are hungry, who have no access to health care or education, and who are suffering needlessly, for us to be complacent.             

By 2015 all 189 United Nations Member States have pledged to:

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and Hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education

3. Promote gender equality and empower women

4. Reduce child mortality

5. Improve maternal health

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

7. Ensure environmental sustainability

8. Develop a global partnership for development

For more information about the MDG’s and to find out ways in which you can help, check out our bulletin board on the second floor, next to the soda machine.

