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HIV/AIDS

World AIDS Day on December 1st has come and gone, however HIV/AIDS is an everyday struggle for people all over the world.  It is not enough to simply raise awareness and remember those we have lost in the battle one day a year.  HIV/AIDS is affecting each and every one of us.  Check out these horrifying statistics and see for yourself:

•  Approximately 2,000 children worldwide are infected with HIV each day.  Over 90% of 

    these children were infected through mother-to-child transmission
•  In 2003, 5 million people were newly infected with HIV-700,000 of them were children.
•  Approximately 40 million people are infected with HIV worldwide-2.5 million of them are 

    children
•  In 2003, three million people died of AIDS-500,000 of them were children.  This amounts to 

    approximately 1,400 children’s deaths from AIDS per day. 
•  Every day an average of 6,000-7,000 young people (15-24 years old) become infected with 

    HIV; that translates to about 4-5 infections every minute.
 
•  More than 95% of people with HIV live in the developing world.
Statistics taken from:  http://www.pedaids.org/fs_ped_aids_you.html

However, HIV/AIDS affects us here at home too:  

•  In the U.S., the Center for Disease Control estimates that there are between 850,000 and 

    950,000 people infected with HIV, 886,575 cases of AIDS, 501,669 deaths and 384,966 

    living with AIDS (NOTE: Not every state collects and reports HIV data at this time).
•  Connecticut ranks 8th in AIDS cases per 100,000 population.  (Kaiser Family Foundation 

    HIV/AIDS Policy Fact Sheet; CDC Surveillance Report)
•  Connecticut has the fastest increasing caseload of AIDS in New England.  (AIDS 

    Epidemiological and Housing Data:  An Overview, AIDS Housing Corporation, 2002)
•  CT AIDS cases among women and Latinos are 1.5 times the national rate; and among 

    IDUs it is twice the national rate.  (CDC and CT DPH Surveillance Reports)
•  In CT, since 1995, the number of people with AIDS has increased by nearly 6,500 people.  

    During that same time, no additional state funds have been added to the prevention, care or 

    drug assistance line items.  
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HIV/AIDS Orphans
The students here at the Center for International Social Work Studies and at the School of Social Work felt compelled take some sort of action to make a difference in the fight against HIV/AIDS.  We came to learn that a student here, Celeste Cremin-Endes, has a wonderful connection to an HIV/AIDS orphanage in Kenya called The Shepherd’s Children’s Home.  A single woman named Mama Symphrose established this home for children after taking four HIV/AIDS orphans from her community into her own home.  Within weeks Mama Symphrose was feeding, clothing, and providing shelter for orphans all over the village, and was able to receive some grant money to help her establish this home for children.  Today, approximately 90 children are living at The Shepherd’s Children’s Home. (For additional information on this orphanage please stop by room 211 and talk to Katie or Stacy).  

“Of the many vulnerable members of society, young people who have lost one or both parents are among the most exposed of all.  As the number of adults dying of AIDS rises over the next decade, an increasing number of orphans will grow up without parental care and love and will be deprived of their basic rights to shelter, food, health and education.  This is particularly true in sub-Saharan Africa, where few social support systems exist outside of families, and where basic social services are largely inadequate. There is a concern that they might come to constitute a 'lost generation' of young people who have been marginalized and excluded for much of their lives” (http://www.avert.org/aidsorphans.htm).

•  More than 13.1 million children around the world have been orphaned by the AIDS epidemic                   since it began, and that number is expected to reach more than 25 million by 2010. (http://www.pedaids.org/fs_ped_aids_you.html)  

•  At the end of 2003, there was an estimated 650,000 orphaned children living in Kenya.          (http://www.avert.org/aidsorphans.htm)  

The Center for International Social Work Studies has been working with Celeste Cremin-Endes to identify the needs of the orphanage, and ways in which we can best help them.  We will be collecting money and gift donations for the Shepherd’s Children’s Home up until the end of the semester.  The orphanage needs just $500 more in order to build a new dormitory for the children, and we are already half way there in raising this money - we hope to exceed our goal!  In addition to monetary donations, we are also collecting simple items such as: bug repellent, t-shirts, children’s books, games, pencils, crayons, notebooks, etc. (For a complete list please stop by room 211 or email CISWS@uconn.edu).  

Check out the International Center’s HIV/AIDS display case on the second floor.  All of the crafts, pictures and letters in there were made by the children at the Shepherd’s Children’s Home.  In addition, on the International Center’s bulletin board located on the second floor next to the vending machines, you will find a large HIV/AIDS ribbon, and pictures of the children at the orphanage.  Each card attached to the ribbon lists an item in need of purchase.  Much the same as a “giving tree” works, please feel free to take one of the cards, purchase the item and return it to the International Center in Room 211.  For all of you who have already been so generous in contributing to this cause, and for those of you will be, Thank you sincerely.  

