[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



International Korner

Center for International Social Work Studies

Written by: Katie Halliday

​​_____________________________________________________________________________________________

HUMAN RIGHTS

Human rights issues are of central concern to social workers.  Human Rights are founded on the concept that there is an inherent dignity and worth of every individual.  The preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the General Assembly of the United Nations states that human rights are the “foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.”  

The University of Connecticut has taken an active role in educating students and the public on topics surrounding human rights issues.  Two centers, The Human Rights Institute and the UNESCO Chair & Institute for Comparative Human Rights, have been established and are located on the Storrs campus.  Through their combined efforts, a specialized program has also been established which focuses on both domestic and international human rights.  The program, entitled University of Connecticut Human Rights Initiative:  From Ideas to Action, sponsors talks, conferences, discussions, and lectures throughout the academic school year focusing on economic, social, children’s, women’s and civil rights.  Programs are held at all UConn campuses.  The calendar of sponsored events throughout the year can be found at the International Center, room 211, or online at www.humanrights.uconn.edu. 

The Center for International Social Work Studies is proud to participate in the UConn Human Rights Initiative by sponsoring an international speaker, Mary Clarke, from Kingston, Jamaica on Tuesday, November 9th, from 4-6 P.M. in the Zachs Room.  In her lecture at the UConn SSW, Mrs. Clarke will discuss “Representing and Negotiating Human Rights, with special emphasis on the Rights of Children.”  Mrs. Clarke received her MSW in Administration and Management from the University of the West Indies.  Currently the Manager of the Social Development and Gender Unit, under the Social and Manpower Planning Division at the Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), Mrs. Clarke has represented her country at a number of human rights sessions including:  the United Nations Special Session on Children in 2002 and the negotiation on a possible United Nations treaty on the rights of persons with disabilities.  This event is open to the public, and all are encouraged to attend!  We hope you will take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to meet and learn from a social worker from another country.

On the reverse side of this International Korner, read about Social Work Practice in Jamaica in preparation for Mary Clarke’s arrival.  
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Social Work in Jamaica

As a developing country, Jamaica possesses many classic features of third world poverty, suggesting that there is a strong need for social work action.  Poor housing, unemployment, violence, substance abuse, trafficking, and HIV/AIDS are some of the societal problems that social workers must constantly face (Maxwell, 1994).  Today, nearly 75% of professional social workers are employed in various governmental programs.  These programs range from probation and correctional services, to children’s services and community work.  Guidance counseling is also a large area of employment for social work graduates, although there are not many school social workers.  In addition, there are jobs as “welfare officers,” which work with employee assistance programs.  The remaining 25% of social workers mainly work for NGOs as researchers, consultants and managers (Healy, 2001).     

Jamaica has some unique problems social workers deal with that are common to their society.  One of the problems is how the migration of citizens to the U.S. and Canada affects family life.  Children are often confused with this occurrence and have feelings of abandonment and separation.  There has been an increase in parenting education and more public attention has been paid to child protection (Healy, 2001).  In addition, social workers face challenges surrounding counseling and mental health practice.  Some cultural perspectives in relation to traditions and social stratification consider these practices taboo.  

Traditionally, the main focus for social workers in Jamaica has been on micro practice, as opposed to advocacy, organization, planning, and policy development (Maxwell, 1994).  However, more recently community development involvement has made important contributions to the island.  For example, relief for Hurricane Gilbert in the 1980’s mobilized residents to help with reconstruction and institution building, rather than relying on passive relief work.  Another example in community development includes social workers affiliated with the University of the West Indies working with a squatter community to help with community capacity building and leadership development.  This effort focused on enabling the community for relocation (Healy, 2001).  

Social work education in Jamaica focuses on courses in social work methods and practice, sociology, and other social sciences at the University of the West Indies (UWI).  UWI offers both undergraduate and graduate degrees.  Direct practice and management are the two concentrations that the school teaches. 
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