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I.  INTRODUCTION

Located in Storrs, The University of Connecticut is 30 miles east of Hartford, 85 miles southwest of Boston and 125 miles northeast of New York City.  Established in 1881 as the Storrs Agricultural School, the University currently has a total enrollment of over 28,000 students with almost 22,000 at the Storrs campus.  The Master of Science degree in Agricultural Economics has been awarded since 1926 and the Doctor of Philosophy since 1957.  Over the years, our graduates have distinguished themselves as outstanding business leaders, scholars, and public administrators.  (See Table 1 for a sample of jobs held by recent graduates).

With nine faculty members and seven joint appointments with the Department of Economics, the department is ranked 15th worldwide in Environmental and Resource Economics and 23rd in the broader sub-discipline of Agricultural and Resource Economics.  In addition several emeritus members continue to contribute to Departmental activities. The Department’s web page (www.are.uconn.edu) contains the curriculum vitae for each faculty member.  Departmental staff and graduate students have offices in the W.B. Young Building which also houses the central administration of the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources.


At this time the Department has approximately 30 graduate students.  Graduate students have opportunities to work closely with faculty in three general areas: Food Marketing and Industrial Organization, Environmental and Resource Economics, and International Agricultural Development.  The appendix shows the research topics of recent graduate theses and research papers.  It will help you identify the scope and content of the Department's current research program. 
	Academia
	
	
	

	Ajuzie, Emmanuel
	Ph.D. 1994
	Associate Professor
	Lincoln University, MO

	Bhuyan, Sanjib
	Ph.D. 1995
	Associate Professor
	Rutgers University, NJ

	Bonanno, Alessandro
	Ph.D. 2007
	Assistant Professor 
	Pennsylvania State University, PA

	Canan, Basak
	M.S.  2002
	Research Associate
	Uludag University, Turkey

	Casson, Michael
	Ph.D. 2001
	Assistant Professor
	Delaware State University

	Chidmi, Benaissa
	Ph.D. 2006
	Assistant Professor
	Texas Tech University, TX

	Cocchi, Horacio
	Ph.D. 2004
	Postdoc
	University of Connecticut, CT

	De Prada, Jorge
	Ph.D. 2004
	Assoc. Professor
	Univ. of Cordoba, Argentina

	Dhar, Tirtha
	Ph.D. 2001
	Assistant Professor
	Univ. of British Columbia, Canada

	Gonzalez, Maria
	Ph.D  2004
	Postdoc
	CIHEAM (Spain) and the World Bank

	Hathie, Ibrahima
	Ph.D. 2000
	Professor
	ENEA, Senegal

	Kawashima, Shigekazu
	Ph.D. 2003
	Assistant Professor
	Tohoku University, Japan

	Kimball-Field, Martha
	Ph.D. 1993
	Prof. and Assoc. Dean
	Greenfield Community College, VT

	Nardone, Gianluca
	M.S.  1994
	Associate Professor
	U. degli Studi di Foggia, Italy

	Olavarria, Jaime
	M.S.  1998
	Assistant Professor
	University of Talca, Chile

	Onyango, Benjamin
	Ph.D. 1999
	Research Associate
	Rutgers University, NJ

	Scastasta, Sara
	Ph.D. 2002
	Postdoc Research
	Wageningen University, Netherlands

	Shih, Cheng Ping
	Ph.D. 1993
	Associate Professor
	National Normal University, Taiwan

	Thiam, A.
	Ph.D. 2003
	Professor
	ENEA, Senegal

	Wu, Junjie
	Ph.D 1992
	Professor
	Oregon State University


	Government, NGOs
	
	
	

	Ahmad, Munir
	Ph.D. 1994
	Member
	Pakistan Agricultural Research Council

	Al Hasani, Hajim
	Ph.D. 1990
	Minister of Industry
	Government of Iraq

	Cisse, Aly
	M.S.  2000
	Economist
	UN International Labor Office, Senegal

	Demeter, Katalin
	Ph.D. 1992
	Economist
	The World Bank, Washington, D.C.

	Diallo, Boubacar
	Ph.D  2001
	Coordinator
	Food Security, Sahel Institute, Mali

	Haller, Larry
	Ph.D. 1994
	Agricultural Economist
	USDA, Washington, DC

	Heninger, Brian
	Ph.D. 1992
	Economist
	EPA, Washington, D.C.

	Lirón-España,Carmen
	Ph.D. 2001
	Utility Analyst
	Dept. of Telecom. & Energy, MA

	Mattanapanchai, M.
	Ph.D. 2005
	Economist
	NY Assembly, Albany, NY

	Mbolo, Gabriel
	M.S.  1992
	Economist
	Ministry of Agriculture, Cameroon

	Quiroga, Ricardo
	Ph.D. 1991
	Senior Economist
	Inter-American Development Bank, D.C.

	Saila-Ngita, Diafuka
	Ph.D. 2002
	Project Coordinator
	Institute for Community Research, CT

	Storti, Daniela
	M.S.  1996
	Economist
	Ministry of Agriculture, Italy

	Private Industry
	
	
	

	Brodnitzki, William
	M.S., 1995
	Vice President
	Silverlink Communications, MA

	Baldi, Stefano
	M.S., 2007
	Junior Researcher
	Nomisma, Italy

	Calvo, Maria
	M.S., 2002
	Market Research
	Intellisponse Market Research, CT

	Fishman, Kara 
	Ph.D. 1994
	Owner
	Fishman Appraisal Services, CT

	Langan, Glenn
	Ph.D. 1997
	Marketing Economist
	A.C. Nielson Company, NJ

	Devasena, Jamima
	M.S. 2002
	Marketing Analyst
	MCA/CARAT Market Research, CT

	Ma, Li-Yu
	Ph.D. 1997
	Vice President
	Investment Banking, Lehman Bros., NY

	Marunas, Todd
	M.S.  2003
	Cost Estimator
	Waterbury Wrecking Co., CT

	Molloy, Kevin
	M.S. 1998
	Senior Vice President 
	AXA Equitable Life Insurance Company


	Mott, John
	M.S. 2000
	Economist
	Packers & Stockyards, CO

	Murphy, Melanie
	M.S. 2007
	Associate
	Mehta Partners LLC

	Samson, Pierre 
	M.S. 2000
	Economist
	Montreal, Quebec

	Shea, Ellen
	M.S. 1999
	Environmental Analyst
	The Hartford Insurance Co., CT

	Tian, Li
	Ph.D. 2006
	Economist
	Discover Financial Services, Chicago, IL

	Xu, Ning
	M.S. 1998
	Business Analyst
	Reliant General Insurance, CA

	Rev. 9/3/08
	
	
	Note: Only terminal M.S. listed


II.  ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS


Requirements for admission to the graduate program are listed below. For more information regarding admissions requirements at University of Connecticut, please visit http://www.grad.uconn.edu/requirements.html 


Applicants must show evidence of work at the B or better grade level by meeting one

of  the following standards:



a)
a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) on all course work in the applicants undergraduate program,



b)
a grade point average of 3.0 for courses completed in the last two years of the  program, 



or


c)
excellent grades in courses completed in the final undergraduate year (GPA of 3.5 or better).



or


d)
graduate work with a minimum GPA of 3.0 or better.


Applicants whose native language is not English must attain a minimum TOEFL score of 550 (213 for computer based scores, 80 on the internet based test).

All applicants must take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) general test.


Although most applicants have majored in agricultural economics, resource economics, or economics, students who have majored in other disciplines and who wish to develop professional skills in agricultural and resource economics are encouraged to apply.


Provisional status admission is offered to domestic M.S. program applicants who do not meet the B average criterion but have given sufficiently convincing evidence of ability in the field of agricultural and resource economics.  If a provisional student's initial twelve credits of completed course work (excluding 1000-level courses) meet the minimum scholastic requirements of the Graduate School, the student is accorded regular status.  Alternatively, students may petition for admission to regular status once they have completed a) nine credits of advanced undergraduate or graduate course work with superior grades or b) six or more credits of graduate course work with a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.  Provisional status students are not eligible for graduate research assistantships or graduate fellowships.  However, they can attain financial support through the work-study program or part-time employment.  International applicants may not be admitted provisionally to a graduate program.  There is no provisional status for Ph.D. program applicants.


When evaluating a student's application for admission and/or financial assistance, the Graduate Admissions Committee considers (1) grade point average, (2) specific grades in economic theory, mathematics, and statistics courses, (3) GRE and TOEFL scores as appropriate, (4) the student's reasons for applying and writing skills as reflected in the student's personal letter of application, (5) research ability and other qualities as indicated by three letters of reference, and (6) any publications by the applicant that give evidence of the applicant's ability to pursue graduate study.  Doctoral applicants must meet all admission requirements for the master's degree as regular graduate students and must present evidence that they are capable of doing independent work of distinction.

III.  AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

The teaching and research programs in the Department concentrate in the following broad Areas of Specialization: 

environmental and resource economics,
food marketing and industrial organization

international trade and development
quantitative methods

demand and price analysis

production economics


Each student has considerable flexibility, given the approval of his/her advisory committee, to define an area of specialization. 
IV.  DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

The major requirements of the M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Agricultural and Resource Economics include departmental requirements that are in addition to graduate school requirements.  A basic requirement is to maintain in graduate courses at least a B (3.0) average at all times.  To get a complete understanding of the requirements for the M.S. and Ph.D. degrees at the University of Connecticut, please read the University’s Graduate Catalog.  Nothing contained in this handbook nullifies in any way the stipulations of the Graduate School as explained in the University Catalog. 

Prospective students may obtain a copy of the Catalog online at http://catalog.grad.uconn.edu/.
MASTER OF SCIENCE
The M.S. degree program seeks to provide a foundation in economic theory, quantitative analysis, and knowledge in a particular area of agricultural and resource economics. For some students, the M.S. is the terminal degree, others continue studying for a Ph.D. degree.

Students should select an advisory committee as soon as possible. The advisory committee is made up of three graduate faculty members. The chair of the committee must be a member of the Department. Approval of the committee is required in all phases of the student requirements, from coursework to final approval of a thesis or independent study. Continued assistantship support is conditional on satisfactory progress, implied by a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher. In addition, a Master's Degree student is expected to complete the degree within two calendar years from entrance into the program.
A Masters Degree can be obtained under three options for a terminal Masters degree (Plan A or B) or, under certain conditions, as a component of a Ph.D. degree program. 

M.S. Plan A:  Thesis Option

Minimum requirements for the M.S. Degree with thesis are as follows (with approval of advisory committee):

1.
Coursework: Complete at least 15 course credits on a letter grade basis. 

2.
Thesis: In addition to the 15 credits above, prepare a 9-credit thesis (GRAD 5950 or 5960). 

3. Thesis Defense: Defend the thesis in a departmental seminar. The thesis must be approved by the Advisory Committee and accepted by the Graduate School.

M.S. Plan B:  Non-Thesis Option

Minimum requirements for the M.S. Plan B are as follows (with approval of advisory committee):

1.
Coursework:  Complete at least 24 course credits (including an independent study—see below) on a letter grade basis. 

2.
Independent Study: Complete an independent study of 3-6 credits (ARE 5499) in the form of a written paper.

3.
Independent Study Defense: Defend the independent study in a departmental seminar. The independent study must be approved by the Advisory Committee.

M.S. Plan B:  Examination Option

This option is recommended for students who wish to pursue a non-research career and who are not continuing for the Ph.D. Minimum requirements for this option are as follows (with approval of advisory committee):

1.
Coursework:  Complete at least 24 course credits on a letter grade basis. 

2.
Specialization: Select an area of specialization and a plan of study with the aid of a major advisor. 

3.
Examination: Pass a written examination in the area of specialization in the last semester of coursework. 

M.S. as a Component of the Ph.D. Program


A student enrolled in the Ph.D. program can earn a Master’s degree as part of that program.  More specifically, a Ph.D. student may apply for the Master’s degree if he/she has completed at least 24 credits on an approved Ph.D. plan of study, has passed the doctoral preliminary examination, and has been recommended by the Dean of the Graduate School for award of the master's degree.
Recommended Time Table for Terminal M.S. Degrees
FIRST YEAR

Fall I:

Coursework  

Spring I:
Select advisory committee and complete Plan of Study.

Summer I:
Identification of research topic for thesis (Plan A) or independent study 

(Plan B) or take written examination (Plan B) 
SECOND YEAR

Fall II:

Continued coursework and thesis research (Plan A); complete and defend independent study (Plan B).
Sp./Sum. II:
Finish writing thesis and present seminar/defense (Plan A).

Table 2.  Example of a first year course sequence for a M.S. student (option A or B) who already has a strong background in economics or agricultural economics. 
	Fall
	Spring

	ARE 5201
	Microeconomic Theory I
	ARE 5311
	Econometrics I

	ARE 5315
	Mathematical Programming
	
	Elective

	ARE 5464
	Cost Benefit Analysis
	---
	Elective


How Long Will it take to complete the M.S. Program ?


Depending on a student’s plan of study, the M.S. program may be completed in a period of one to two years. Financial support from the Department should not be expected beyond the second year. 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY


The Ph.D. program in Agricultural and Resource Economics is intended for students who wish to develop their ability to make original contributions to scientific knowledge.  Award of the degree testifies to broad mastery of economic theory, quantitative methods, and one or more fields in agricultural and resource economics.  Each student selects an advisory committee which consists of a major professor and two or more faculty members, one of whom must be from another department.  The advisory committee assists the student in developing a plan of study, which the executive committee of the Graduate School must approve before half of the planned course work is completed.
Minimum Course Requirements for a Student with a Bachelor's Degree

Table 3 gives the minimum Ph.D. course requirements established by the Department for all students.  The minimum number of credit hours for those with a Bachelor’s degree the Ph.D. is 45 hours plus a foreign language or related supporting area requirement. It is strongly recommended that students with a Bachelor’s degree take ARE 5201/ECON 5201 (Master’s level Econometrics) and ECON 5202 (Macroeconomics I). Students must complete at least two doctoral-level courses in microeconomics and econometrics, and one-doctoral level course in macroeconomics, as listed.  Three or more courses that combine to identify a subject matter area constitute an Area of Specialization.  The coursework for the Area of Specialization is set by the Advisory Committee in consultation with the student.  Examples of specialization areas are:

(1) environmental and resource economics,

(2) food marketing and industrial organization,

(3) international trade development, and

(4) quantitative methods.


Ph.D. students must demonstrate a reading knowledge of a foreign language that provides access to a significant body of economic literature, OR complete six credits of course work in a related or supporting area to their Ph.D. program.  A related or supporting area cannot include courses in ARE.  

Minimum Course Requirements for a Student with a Master's Degree

Students entering with a Master's degree in economics or agricultural and resource economics are required to take at least 24 credits of coursework plus a foreign language or related supporting area, as indicated in Table 3.  Students entering with a Master’s degree presumably have taken the equivalent of ARE 5201/ECON 5201 (Master’s level microeconomics) and  ECON 5202 already. 


The remaining requirements for microeconomics, quantitative methods, macroeconomics, area of specialization, the foreign language or related/supporting area requirement, are the same as discussed above.  Students must also fulfill the residence requirement to be completed at the Storrs campus.  See Graduate Bulletin for details.

Ph.D. General Examination Requirements

The Ph.D. General Examination consists of two separate examinations:  

· the Qualifying Examination in microeconomics and quantitative methods, and

· the Area of Specialization (or field) examination.  


Although students in the Ph.D. program are encouraged to take the Qualifying Examination as early as possible in their graduate work, the examination must be taken by the end of the fifth semester.  Students who have passed ECON 6311, ECON 6312, ECON 6201, and ECON 6211 with a B- or better grade may take the Qualifying Examination.  Exemption from the Qualifying Exam in microeconomics or quantitative methods may be obtained by achieving a minimum grade of B+ in each course that is in the required sequence for that respective subject.

The Qualifying Examination is administered and evaluated by a departmental examination committee appointed by the Head of the department.  The evaluation is forwarded to the student's advisory committee who determines whether or not a student passes.  The chairperson of the examination committee shall report the procedure and the outcome of the examination as well as the examination committee's recommendation, and the major advisor shall report the advisory committee's decision to the departmental faculty at the following departmental meeting. The Qualifying Examination is offered as often as twice a year, once in January and once in June.
Table 3. MINIMUM COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS PURSUING A PH.D. IN AGRICULTURAL AND RESOURCE ECONOMICS 

_______________________________________________________________________
Minimum Credit Hours: 45 hours (for students with a Bachelor’s degree) or 24 hours (for students with a Master’s degree) plus a Foreign Language or Related/Supporting Area Requirement.

Economic Theory 

ARE 5201 Microeconomics I* 

ECON 5202 Macroeconomics I*

ECON 6201 Microeconomics II 

ECON 6211 Microeconomics III 

ECON 6202 Macroeconomics II**

Quantitative Methods 
STAT 5415 Advanced Statistical Methods***

ARE 5311 Econometrics 1*

ECON 6311 Econometrics II 

ECON 6312 Econometrics III

And one of the following courses: 

ARE 5315 Mathematical Programming for Economists 

ECON 6301 Advanced Mathematical Economics I 

Agricultural & Resource Economics 
One of the following courses (which is not part of your Area of Specialization): 

ARE 6466 Environmental Economics 

ARE 6468 Economics of Natural Resources 

ARE 5474 Applied Industrial Organization: Empirical Analysis 

ARE 6472 Microeconomic Applications to Food Markets 

Area of Specialization 
Three courses that define a coherent area of specialization to be set in consultation with the student’s advisory committee. Examples of specialization areas are: 

(1) environmental and resource economics, 

(2) food marketing and industrial organization, 

(3) international trade and development, and 

(4) quantitative methods.

The coursework may come from a variety of Departments and Schools, such as Agricultural and Resource Economics, Natural Resource Management and Engineering, Economics, Business, Mathematics, and Statistics.

Foreign Language or Related/Supporting Area 
Reading knowledge of a foreign language or at least six credits of advanced work in related/supporting area (for example, economics, mathematics, statistics, sociology, political science, anthropology, or business [except the courses in economics and statistics that are normally used to meet the ARE Ph.D. requirements]). 

_______________________________________________________________________
*    Students entering the program with a Master's degree may be exempt from this course if they have already taken the equivalent.

**  Substitution of ECON 6202 (Macroeconomics II) with one of the following is permitted: ECON 5422 (International Finance) or ECON 5411 (Monetary Theory and Policy). 
*** STAT 5415 is a prerequisite for ECON 6311 (Econometrics II) and students are required to take this course before ECON 6311-6312 (unless exempt by the instructor(s)). 

If the performance on the Qualifying Examination is unsatisfactory, the student may be permitted, upon recommendation of his/her Advisory Committee, to take the examination a second time.  Re-examination will not ordinarily be scheduled until the next regular period for that examination. The student should not expect to be reexamined more than once.


The Area of Specialization Examination is the second part of the General Examination series.  Students who have passed the Qualifying Examination in microeconomics and quantitative methods and who have filed an approved Plan of Study with the Graduate School may take this exam.  The exam covers course work in the Area of Specialization and related courses and is administered by the student's advisory committee.  

The final decision as to whether or not the student has passed the examination shall rest solely with the Advisory Committee. The major advisor shall communicate the results of the exam to the candidate as soon as a final decision is made and immediately send the official report to The Graduate School.  A copy of the report must be filed with the Department.  The major advisor should also report the procedure and the outcome of the General Examination to the departmental faculty at the following departmental meeting.  If a student fails the Area of Specialization Examination, the student may retake it at the next scheduled opportunity, provided the advisory committee approves.

How Long Will a Doctoral Program Take?

The time necessary for completing the Ph.D. varies depending upon curriculum and student ability.  Students who enter the program with a Master's degree should expect to spend no more than 3 years while students entering with a Bachelor's degree should expect to spend no more than 4 years in the program. Financial support from the Department may not be continued beyond these expected degree completion times. 
V.  GRADUATE RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES


The Department takes particular pride in its research program and recognizes that research permits graduate students to demonstrate their creative ability and to attain academic maturity.  Students usually begin thinking about their thesis or dissertation project early in their program, with formal planning beginning during the second semester of an M.S. program and at the end of the second semester of a Ph.D. program.  

Examples of possible research topics are: econometric analysis of food demand and supply, measurement of economic efficiency in agricultural enterprises, market power and industrial concentration, interregional competition, analysis of entry barriers in the food manufacturing industries, evaluating alternative promotion strategies for a commodity marketing board, evaluating the impact of alternative groundwater contamination regulations upon agricultural activity and public welfare, and identifying the determinants of rural-urban migration patterns in less developed countries. The Appendix lists the theses and research papers written by recent graduates.  

The University of Connecticut is a major center for graduate education and research.  As such it maintains a modern library with extensive collections in all areas including the social sciences and is a repository for state and federal documents.  Through the library, our Department has direct access to several computerized data services including Standard and Poor's Compustat data base, and the Center for Research on Security Prices (CRSP) data base.


The Department houses the world-renowned Food Marketing Policy Center (www.fmpc.uconn.edu), whose primary mission is to conduct research on food and agricultural policy marketing issues.  The Center offers graduate students not only the opportunity to do research, but also to meet and discuss research questions with leading agricultural economists from throughout the world.  In addition, the Center has established contacts with other universities, including Yale, Harvard, and the University of Massachusetts, that can be helpful when gathering research data and information. 

The Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics maintains a reference library that contains the leading economic and agricultural economic journals, reference books, research monographs, a vertical file of USDA and other agricultural economics department publications, a file of company annual reports from the nation's 200 largest food companies, and a collection of production, marketing, and price data series.  


The University Computer Center and Information Technology Services are described on http://uits.uconn.edu/. In addition, the Department’s graduate student computer lab supplies state-of-the-art flat screen computers, software and wire-less internet access. Graduate students are able to benefit from the availability of a wide variety of data processing, statistical analysis, and word processing programs, SHAZAM, LIMDEP, TSP, SAS, SPSS, RATS, and GAUSS. The Paul L. Putnam Endowment Fund for Graduate Education in agricultural and resource economics provides financial support for graduate students wishing to attend professional meetings.


Publication of research results is encouraged to further the University's mission as a land grant institution.  Outlets include the Department's staff paper series, extension bulletins, experiment station reports, the public media, journals and books.  Participating in the publication process is an important professional experience.  The rewards of authorship are multiple.

VI. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND FRINGE BENEFITS


Graduate research assistantships and fellowships are available on a competitive basis to graduate students admitted with regular status (www.grad.uconn.edu).  Employment on graduate assistantships is arranged so that recipients devote half time to research and half-time to course work.


Assistantships are awarded on a nine-month academic year basis.  In addition, tuition fees are waived for any student on an assistantship.  Fringe benefits include broad medical insurance coverage which is highly subsidized to employees and their family members. Detailed information on medical benefits for graduate students can be obtained at www.hr.uconn.edu.
VII. GRADUATE COURSE OFFERINGS IN AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
ARE 5495. Special Topics


Topics and credits to be published prior to the registra​tion period preceding the semester offerings.

ARE 5305. The Role of Agriculture in Economic Development


The role of agriculture in the economic development of less developed countries.  Population and rural employment, the economics of food consumption and nutrition, international food aid, agricultural marketing.
ARE 5464. Benefit-Cost Analysis and Resource Management

Theoretical foundations and applications of benefit-cost analysis in project appraisal and in evaluation of public policies regarding resource management and environmental protection.

ARE 5499. Independent Study in Agricultural Economics

This course provides the opportunity for graduate students to carry on independent reading or research in the field of the student's needs and interests.

ARE 5201.  Microeconomics I (Same as ECON 5201)


Beginning graduate microeconomics covering consumer and producer theory, price determination, economic efficiency, and welfare analysis.

ARE 5462. Environmental and Resource Economics

 Natural resource use and environmental quality analysis using economic theory. Reviews of empirical research and relevant policy issues.
ARE 5315.  Mathematical Programming for Economists

Procedures for formulating and applying mathematical optimizing techniques.  Emphasis is on the use of linear and nonlinear programming models for researching economic problems.

ARE 5311.  Econometrics I (Same as ECON 5311)


Construction, estimation, and interpretation of economic behavioral and technical equations using data that are passively generated by a system of simultaneous, dynamic, and stochastic relations.
ARE 6466.  Environmental Economics

Economic analysis of environmental problems and corrective policy instruments.  Theory of externalities and public goods, role of uncertainty and imperfect information in policy design, benefit-cost analysis, and non-market valuation.  Applications to environmental problems (such as air and water pollution, hazardous waste, and occupational health and safety).
ARE 6468.  Economics of Natural Resources

Economic concepts and issues related to the allocation of stock resources through time, the use and protection of flow resources, and the role of natural resources in economic growth.

ARE 5474.  Industrial Organization:  Empirical Analysis

Analysis of the structure, conduct, and performance of industries with examples from the food sector and other industries.  Explains the development of testable hypotheses from theory, empirical methods, evidence on the level and type of competition, economies of size, product differentiation, entry barriers, and the impact of alternative organizational forms including cooperatives on economic performance.
ARE 6472.  Microeconomic Applications to Food Markets

Applied policy research with emphasis on food and agricultural issues.  Policy formation and impacts using applied welfare economics and models of public choice and political economy.  Individualized research project.
ARE 6474.  Industrial Organization:  Advanced Empirical Analysis


Empirical Industrial Organization models that use simultaneous equations, discrete choice, and/or nonlinear econometric methods to analyze conduct and performance of brands and firms in non competitive industries.  Includes static and dynamic modeling of pricing and advertising in differentiated product oligopolies.  Antitrust policy applications in the U.S. and E.U.
Research and Thesis Courses

GRAD 5950. Master’s Thesis Research

GRAD 5960.  Full-Time Master’s Research

GRAD 5930. Full-Time Directed Studies (Master’s)

GRAD 5998.  Special Readings (Master's)

This is a non-credit course for which master's degree students must register in cases where their regular program of course work for credit has been interrupted and they are not otherwise registered.

GRAD 5999.  Thesis Preparation


Open only to candidates for the master's degree.

GRAD 6950.  Doctoral Dissertation Research

GRAD 6960. Full-Time Doctoral Research

GRAD 6930. Full-Time Directed Studies (Doctoral)

GRAD 6998.  Special Readings (Doctoral)
Research and Thesis Courses - Continued
GRAD 6999.  Dissertation Preparation 

This is a non-credit course for which doctoral students must register in cases where their regular program of course work for credit has been interrupted and they are not otherwise registered.

499.  Dissertation Preparation

Open only to candidates for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

VIII. FACULTY
Rigoberto A. Lopez, Department Head and Professor, Ph.D., University of Florida (1983), Agricultural and Food Marketing, Policy and Trade, rigoberto.lopez@uconn.edu 

Marilyn A. Altobello, Associate Professor, Ph.D., University of Massachusetts (1976), Natural Resource Economics, marilyn.altobello@uconn.edu
Boris E. Bravo‑Ureta, Professor, Ph.D., University of Nebraska (1981), Production Economics and International Agricultural Development, boris.bravoureta@uconn.edu 
Ronald W. Cotterill, Professor, Ph.D., University of Wisconsin (1977), Food Marketing and Public Policy, ronald.cotterill@uconn.edu 
Syma A. Ebbin, Assistant Professor in Residence, Ph.D., Yale University (1998), Fisheries and Environmental Studies, syma.ebbin@uconn.edu
Rui Huang, Assistant Professor, Ph.D., University of California at Berkeley (2008), Agricultural and Resource Economics, rui.huang@uconn.edu
Linda K. Lee, Professor, Ph.D., Iowa State University (1977), Natural Resources and Environmental Economic Conservation, linda.lee@uconn.edu 
Robert S. Pomeroy, Professor, Ph.D., Cornell University (1989), Marine Resource Economics, robert.pomeroy@uconn.edu 
Farhed A. Shah, Associate Professor, Ph.D., University at California at Berkeley (1990), Natural Resource and Environmental Economics, farhed.shah@uconn.edu
Joint Appointments:

Richard Langlois, Professor, Ph.D., Stanford University (1980), Economics of Organizations, Technological Change, Social Institutions (Economics Department), richard.langlois@uconn.edu 
Xenia Matschke, Assistant Professor, Ph.D., Wisconsin (2003), International Trade, xenia.atschke@uconn.edu
Lance Minkler, Associate Professor, Ph.D., University of California-Davis (1988), Economics of Organizations, Alternative Economic Decision Making (Economics Department), alanson.minkler@uconn.edu  
Susan Randolph, Associate Professor, Ph.D., Cornell University (1983), Economic Development, Poverty and Inequality Growth (Economics Department), susan.randolph@uconn.edu
Subhash Ray, Professor, Ph.D., University of California (1981), Microeconometrics, Economic Development (Economics Department), subhash.ray@uconn.edu 
Kathleen Segerson, Professor, Ph.D., Cornell University (1984), Natural Resources, Quantitative Methods, Economic Theory and Public Finance (Economics Department), kathleen.segerson@uconn.edu 
Gautam Tripathi, Associate Professor, Ph.D., Northwestern University (1997), Econometric Theory, Microeconomics, gautam.tripathi@uconn.edu
Emeritus Members

John P.H. Brand



Tsoung-Chao Lee
Raymond O. P. Farrish


Robert L. Leonard
William H. Groff



Emilio Pagoulatos
Kenneth P. Hadden



Donald G. Sitts

	
	
	Appendix:  Theses & Research Papers of Recent Graduates

	
	
	

	 
	 
	Title of Thesis or Research Paper (Advisor)

	2009
	
	

	Bouras, Mohamad
	M.S.
	“Assessing the Impact of Diversification on the Performance of U.S. Publicly Traded Grocery Stores”  (Huang)

	Campson, Tammy
	Ph.D.
	Pending

	Castellari, Elena
	M.S.
	“The Fluid Milk Market in Italy: Consumer Behavior and Industry-Level Brand Competitiveness”  (Cotterill)

	Cohen, Michael
	Ph.D.
	“Differentiated Product Demand Analysis With A Structured Covariance Probit: A Bayesian Econometric Approach”  (Cotterill)

	Gnedenko, Katerina
	Ph.D.
	“Three Essays on the Economics of Open Space” (Shah)

	Joglekar, Deepak
	Ph.D.
	“Simultaneously Achieving Development and Environmental Goals: An Application of Carbon Taxation in India” (Segerson)

	Kisswani, Khalid
	Ph.D.
	“Economics of Oil Prices and the Role of OPEC” (Shah)

	Lee, Yoon
	Ph.D.
	“Economics of Sustainable Watershed Management under Alternative Climate Change Scenarios”  (Shah)

	Liu, Xiaoou
	Ph.D.
	“Rational Addiction, Retail Pricing and Profit Margins” (Lopez)

	Olney, Elizabeth
	M.S.
	“A Cost-Benefit Analysis of Producing Energy from Biomass”  (Shah)

	Tchumtchoua,Sylvie
	Ph.D.
	“Advertising and Dynamic Demand for Differentiated Products” (Cotterill)

	Qaiser, Shadab
	Ph.D.
	“Nonlinearites Between Financial Development and Economic Development” (Randolph)

	Zhao, Minjuan
	Ph.D.
	“Two Essays on Natural Resources Valuation: Wetlands Benefit Transfer and Farmlands Preservation Efficiency”  (Altobello)

	2008
	
	

	Esteban, Encarna
	M.S.
	“An Input Tax Instrument to Control Nonpoint Pollution in the Ebro Basin (Spain)”  (Segerson)

	Fabra, Gustavo
	M.S.
	“Influence of Denomination of Origin on Spanish Wine Prices: A Hedonic Approach and a Logit Model” (Lopez)

	Fantuzzi, Kristen
	Ph.D.
	Carbonated Soft Drink Consumption: Implications for Obesity Policy” (Lopez)

	Kukielka, Jessica
	M.S.
	“Systematic Variation in Willingness to Pay for Agricultural Land Preservation and Implications for Benefit Transfer: A Meta-Analysis” (Johnston)

	St. Jean, Katherine
	M.S.
	“The Economics of Wasabi: Production in Connecticut” (Altobello)

	2007
	
	

	Baldi, Stefano
	M.S.
	“Horizontal and Vertical Intra-Industry Trade Between the 10 New member Countries and the EU-15: The Case of Agri-Food Products” (Matschke)

	Bonanno, Alessandro
	Ph.D.
	“Economics of Emerging Retail Formats: Wal-Mart, Wages and Service Competition” (Lopez)

	Cleary, Rebecca
	M.S.
	“The Impact of Wal-Mart Supercenters on Incumbents’ Pricing Conduct: A Case Study of the Dallas/Fort Worth Milk Market.” (Lopez)

	DiRubbo, Pasquale
	M.S.
	“A Comparative Study of EU and US Trade Policies for Developing Countries: The Case of Agri-Food Trade” (Matschke)

	Maripani, Jose
	Ph.D.
	“Efficiency in Higher Education: An Analysis of the Traditional Universities in  Chile (Bravo-Ureta)

	Murphy, Melanie
	M.S.
	“An Industry Analysis of US Peanut Butter: 1998-1992” (Cotterill)

	2006 
	
	

	Yang, Yu-Chen
	Ph.D.
	“Environmental Regulation and International Trade” (Larson)

	Moreira, Victor
	Ph.D.
	“Dairy Farm Technical Efficiency and Milk Total Factor Productivity Growth in Three South American Countries” (Bravo-Ureta)

	Stapler, Ryan
	M.S.
	“Cross Validating Meta-Analytic Benefit Transfer: An Application to Recreational Fishing Values” (Johnston)

	Chen, Yu-Jay
	M.S.
	“Explaining Supermarket Location in Connecticut” (Lopez) 

	Chidmi, Benaissa
	Ph.D.
	“Brand-Supermarket Level Demand for Breakfast Cereals and Multidimensional Competition” (Lopez)

	Tian, Li
	Ph.D.
	“Three Essays in Market Channel Economics” (Cotterill)

	Sepe, Erin
	M.S.
	“Teaching Financial Analysis to High School AgriScience Students” (Lee)

	Thuo, Mary
	M.S.
	“Determinants of Fertilizer Use by Smallholder Farmers: Senegal Peanut Basin, 1998-2004” (Bravo-Ureta)

	Vicentini, Emanuele
	M.S.
	“Environmental Accounting and Economic Analysis Regarding the Implementation of the Nutrient Management Plan in Connecticut” (Segerson)

	Genio, Emmanuel
	M.S.
	“Factors Affecting Fisherfolk’s Support for Coastal Resources Management: The Case of Local Government-Initiated Mangrove Protection Activities” (Pomeroy)

	2005
	
	

	Nalette, Christopher
	M.S.
	“Economic Valuation of Fishing Tourism at Glover’s Reef Marine Reserve, Belize” (Pomeroy)

	Neptin, Brianne
	M.S.
	“Economic Analysis of Alternative Techniques to Reduce Nonpoint Source Pollution

In Residential Developments” (Altobello)

	Pattanapanchai, M.
	Ph.D.
	“Economics of Renewable Resource Management:  An Application to Multipurpose Dams” (Shah)

	Saripalle, Madhuri
	Ph.D.
	“Learning, Capability, and Competition: Growth of the Indian Automobile Industry” (Langlois)

	Solis, Daniel
	Ph.D.
	“Household Productivity and Investment in Soil Conservation:  Evidence from Small-scale Hillside Farmers in Central America” (Bravo-Ureta)

	Druckute, Inga
	M.S.
	“Effects of Assumed Behavior on Simulated Post-merger Equilibrium in Differentiated Product Markets” (Cotterill)

	Asante, Nana
	M.S.
	“Flat Pricing Conduct of Milk Retailers in New York and New England” (Cotterill)

	Singerman, Ariel
	M.S.
	“New Product Introduction in the R-T-E Breakfast Cereal Industry” (Cotterill)

	2004
	 
	 

	Gonzalez, Maria
	Ph.D.
	Market-Based Land Reform: Violence, Efficiency, and Redistribution in Colombia Lopez)

	Tchumtchoua, S.
	M.S.
	"Determinants of Nutritional Status in Cameroon: A Quantile Regression Analysis" (Larson)

	Makroyannis, C.
	M.S.
	"Water Views and House Pricing Strategies in Connecticut" (Larson)

	de Prada, Jorge
	Ph.D.
	"Strategic Alternatives for Low Input Sustainable Agriculture and Wetlands Preservation: A Case Study from Argentina" (Shah)

	Cocchi, Horacio
	Ph.D.
	"Soil Conservation, Output Diversification and Farm Income: Evidence from Hillside Farmers in Central America" (Bravo-Ureta)

	2003
	 
	 

	Kawashima, Shigekazu
	Ph.D.
	"Evaluation of Alternative  Strategies for Managing Sedimentation in Dams" (Shah)

	Thiam, Abdourahmane.
	Ph.D.
	"Primal vs. Dual Efficiency: Economic Evidence from Senegal" (Bravo-Ureta)

	Diagne, Sophie
	M.S.
	"Determinants of Public Support for Farmland Preservation in Connecticut"
(L.K. Lee)

	Bonanno, Alessandro
	M.S.
	"Retail Configuration and Milk Prices" (Lopez)

	Marunas, Todd J. 
	M.S.
	“Determining the Cost Pass Through Rates of Cereal Manufacturers as a Result of the Vitamin Price Fixing Cartels” (Cotterill)


	2002
	 
	 

	Devasena, Jamima 
	M.S.
	“The Spatial Equilibrium Analysis of the Effects of Free Trade in Potatoes between the United States and Canada” (T.C. Lee)

	Casson, Michael 
	Ph.D.
	“Improving America’s Schools: Determinants of Student Performance" (Minkler/Lopez)

	Chidmi, Benaissa 
	M.S.
	“Retail Oligopoly Power Across U.S. Fluid Milk Markets” (Lopez)

	Calvo, Maria
	M.S.
	"Two Empirical Tales of Wages and Concentration" (Lopez)

	Solis, Daniel 
	M.S.
	“Rates of Return to Private Agricultural Extension: Evidence from Two Farm Management Centers in El Salvador”(Bravo-Ureta)

	Scatasta, Sara 
	Ph.D.
	“The Impact of Environmental Product Standards on Trade Flows: The Case of German Reuse Quotas”(Larson)

	Saila-Ngita, Diafuka
	Ph.D.
	“An Econometric Analysis of the Determinants of Fertility and Demand for Prenatal Care Services in Guatemala”(Bravo-Ureta)

	Kapadia, Mustafa Y.
	M.S.
	“Economics of Soil Conservation and Reservoir Sedimentation" (Shah)

	Canan, Basak 
	M.S.
	“Differentiated Product Oligopoly Model: Fluid Milk in Boston (Cotterill)

	2001
	 
	 

	Diallo, Boubacar 
	Ph.D.
	“Impact of the CFA Devaluation: Supply Response and Policy Effectiveness in Niger" (T.C. Lee)

	Dhar, Tirtha 
	Ph.D.
	“Two-Stage Oligopoly Pricing with Differentiated Products: The Boston Fluid Milk Market” (Cotterill)

	de Prada, Jorge 
	M.S.
	“An Application of Goal Programming to a Soil Erosion Case in Argentina" 
(T.C. Lee)

	Goode, Tomasyn M.
	M.S.
	“Assessing the Impacts of Public Forestry Assistance Programs Using Valuation:  An Application to Connecticut’s CFM Program"(Shah)

	Li, Hongbiao 
	M.S.
	“Understanding the Relationship Between Economic Growth and CO2 Emissions"(Larson)

	Tsai, Chao-An 
	M.S.
	"An Analysis of Farmland Trends in Connecticut" (Altobello)

	Liron-Espana, Carmen
	  Ph.D.
	“Market Power and Efficiency Impacts of Concentration: Evidence from the U.S. Manufacturing Industries" (Lopez)

	Tian, Li 
	M.S.
	"Empirical Analysis of Plant Patent Production" (Foltz)

	Gnedenko, Ekaterina
	M.S.
	"Cost Benefit Analysis of Drinking Water Quality Improvements in Samara, Russia" (Larson)

	2000
	 
	 

	Samson, Pierre O. 
	M.S.
	“Market Power and Price Transmission: The Case of Cheese” (Cotterill)

	Chang, Hsiu-Hui 
	M.S.
	“The Empirical Impact of Adopting Recombinant Bovine Somatotropin (rbST) on Connecticut Dairy Farms (Foltz)

	Cisse, Aly
	M.S.
	“An Economic Analysis of Agricultural Production in Senegal: A Case Study of the Thies and Diourbel Regions”(Bravo-Ureta)

	Gonzalez, Maria A. 
	M.S.
	“Implications of Off-Farm Labor Decisions on Income Inequality in Nicaragua" (Foltz)

	Mott, John 
	M.S.
	“Strategic Analysis of the Beef Subsector – A query into the Presence of Market Power and its Impact on Ranchers” (Cotterill)

	McNaughton, Daniel
	Ph.D
	“Air Pollution and Economic Growth: Inter-temporal and Cross National Relationships” (Shah)

	Fishman, Kara J.
	Ph.D.
	“Management Decisions for Publicly-Accessed Resources: An Application to Recreational Lakes” (Shah)

	Hathie, Ibrahima 
	Ph.D.
	“Two Essays in International Relations Trade Protection and Water Diversion" (Lopez)

	1999
	 
	 

	Onyango, Benjamin 
	Ph.D.
	“Interest Groups and the Price of Cereals in Kenya” (Lopez) 

	Munyi, Veronica 
	M.S.
	“Supply Response of Maize in Kenya: A District Level Analysis” (Bravo-Ureta)

	Shea, Ellen 
	M.S.
	“Economics of the Connecticut Recreational Marine Trades Industry" (Altobello)

	Hines, Margaret M.
	M.S.
	“An Analysis of the Farmland Protection Policies and Programs in Connecticut Using a Cost Effectiveness Method" (Altobello)

	Penaloza, Orlando
	M.S.
	“An Analysis of Profitability in Chilean Peasant Agriculture: Evidence from Two Management Centers” (Bravo-Ureta)

	Dowling, Joseph G. 
	M.S.
	“Regulating Air Quality: The Case of Pepsi-Cola, Mexico City” (Shah)

	1998
	 
	 

	Xu, Ning 
	M.S.
	“The Competitive Position of the New England Egg Industry in the USA" (T.C. Lee)

	He, Jiangying
	M.S.
	“The Determinants of Wheat Import Demand in China” (T.C. Lee)

	Liron-Espana, Carmen
	M.S.
	"Impact of Japanese Trade Liberalization onWorld Rice Trade" (T.C. Lee)

	Scatasta, Sara
	M.S.
	“Some Deterninants of Non-Tariff Barriers In Italian Industry” (Pagoulatos)

	Olavarria, Jaime 
	M.S.
	“Total Factor Productivity Growth in the Chilean Crop Sector: 1961-96."(Bravo-Ureta)

	Ai, Min
	M.S.
	"The Structure of Government Intervention in Chinese Agriculture" (Lopez)

	Molloy, Kevin 
	M.S.
	"National Income Accounting and Environmental Externalities" (Shah)

	1997
	 
	 

	Heninger, Brian T. 
	Ph.D.
	“The Economics of Stationary and Mobile Source Air Pollution Control in Urbanized Areas” (Shah)

	Ma, Li-Yu 
	Ph.D.
	“An Econometric Analysis of Competition in a Differentiated Product Industry: The U.S. Ready-To-Eat Cereal Industry” (Cotterill)

	Starkie, William A. 
	M.S.
	“Fertility Desires and Sample Selection Bias: The Case of Senegal"  (Bravo-Ureta)

	Hathie, Ibrahima
	M.S.
	“Political Economy of Pricing Decisions: The Case of Peanuts in Senegal"  (Lopez)

	Langan, Glenn E. 
	Ph.D.
	“Brand Level Demand and Oligopolistic Price Interaction Among Domestic and Foreign Beer Brands” (Cotterill)

	Lee, Jenchieh
	M.S.
	“Analysis of Poverty Characteristics in Connecticut's Local Labor  Market Areas"

	Dhar, Tirtha
	M.S.
	“Policies for Managing the Impact of Deforestation in Nepal: A Two-Sector Analysis” (Shah)

	1996
	 
	 

	Feng, Chun 
	M.S.
	“Elasticity Estimation of Food Consumption In Rural China with  Alternative Demand Systems” (T.C. Lee)

	Puchert, Kevin I. 
	M.S.
	“Determinants of Trade Protection in the Greek Manufacturing Industry" (Pagoulatos)

	Storti, Daniela
	M.S.
	"Income Inequality in the European Union" (T.C. Lee/Lopez)

	Rivas, Teodoro
	M.S.
	"Farm Level Technical Efficiency in Chile: Another Look  at the Agrarian Process" (Bravo-Ureta)

	Wang, Yan
	M.S.
	"Economics of the Internet for Rural Entreprenueus" (L.K. Lee)

	Yang, Juan
	M.S.
	“The Trade and Welfare Analysis of Wheat and Rice in the World Market with a Special Reference to China” (T.C. Lee)

	Tafari, Haddis
	M.S.
	“Analysis of Profit Maximizing Rates of Nitrogen Application for Corn Silage Production in Connecticut” (Bravo-Ureta)

	Kawai, Ryoko
	M.S.
	“Social Benefits and Costs of Electric Vehicles: A Preliminary Analysis" (Shah)

	07/2009
	
	


Table 1.  Sample of Jobs of Past Ph.D./M.S. ARE Graduates
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